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t Schools Battle, Raise More Than $6,000
Administrators, teachers, staff, and students from 
the Southern York County School District raised 
money for the Southern York County School District 
Foundation’s scholarship program.

The eighth annual Battle of the Buildings raised 
more than $6,000 for student scholarships. Teams 
from each of the schools and a newly formed team of 
high school students competed in various races and 
events, while fans cheered for their teams. 

Two teams won the Battle of the Buildings’ com-
petition, including an elementary and a secondary 
winner. Southern Elementary School and South-
ern Middle School captured this year’s Battle of the 
Buildings’ trophies. 

“A very special thank you goes to all of those who 
made the Battle of the Buildings a tremendous suc-
cess,” District Athletic Director and event coordina-
tor Chuck Abbott said. “Through the efforts of all, a 
record amount of money was raised with $6,649 for 
the Southern York County Foundation to benefit our 
students in the District.”

In the eight years since the inception of the Battle 
of the Buildings, the District has raised more than 
$36,700 for student scholarships, he said.

“The money raised will allow students to follow their 
dreams,” Superintendent Dr. Sandra Lemmon said. 
“What makes Southern a place like no other is the 
support for all students in need, the enthusiasm, 
and the spirit from the community.”

SYCSD District Programs Named ‘Exemplary’ 

See Pages 
9-12 for 

2016-17 School 
Budget 

Information

Staff members competed in a game of Basket Toss during 
the annual Battle of the Buildings fundraising event.

Two Southern York County School District programs 
were selected by Shippensburg University as ‘Exem-
plary Programs.’ The Shippensburg University Study 
Council recognized the ‘Steam into History’ program 
and the ‘Utilizing Data to Transform Physical Educa-
tion K-12’ program. 

The ‘Steam into History’ program provides fifth 
grade students the opportunity to learn about 19th 
century life and the role the railroad played in the 
growth of small local communities. Through a part-
nership, the program combines the District, Peoples-
Bank, Steam into History Nonprofit Organization, 
and the Glen Rock Historic Preservation Society.  

Students learned about the historical impact of the 
bank, train, and railroad to the community. 

Likewise, the second District program collects, moni-
tors, and tracks growth in the area of physical fitness 
for students in grades K-12. The data-based focus 
provides students the ability to understand fitness 
and health concepts as they also track their health-
related habits and behaviors. Students may set goals 
and produce reports as they increase their awareness 
and motivation for a lifetime of personal fitness.

“A huge congratulations goes out to Dr. Kim Hughes, 
our health and physical education teachers, and our 
grade five teachers for initiating and supporting 
such innovative and meaningful programs for our 
students,” Superintendent Dr. Sandra Lemmon said. 

Students monitor and track their physical fitness and growth.

As part of ‘Steam  into History,’ students created railroad job 
advertisements. 
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board meetings

The Southern York County School District Board of 
Education holds meetings on the  third Thursday of 
January, February, March, April, May, June, July, 
August, September, October, November, and the 
first Thursday of  December, unless otherwise not-
ed. Meetings are held at 7 p.m. in the Conference 
Room of the Thomas R. Hensley District Adminis-
tration Building, unless otherwise noted. Meetings 
are also televised live via Comcast’s Cable TV 
Channel 99.

contacting the school district
(717) 235-4811

Friendship Elementary.......................... Ext. 1290
Southern Elementary ............................ Ext. 2265
Shrewsbury Elementary ....................... Ext. 5360
Southern Middle School ....................... Ext. 3253
Susquehannock High School ............... Ext. 4238
Susquehannock Guidance ................... Ext. 4243
Transportation ...................................... Ext. 7350
Tax Office.............................................. Ext. 7300

mission statement

The Southern York County School District, through 
a cooperative effort with the family and community, 
will provide a quality learning environment that pro-
motes character, fosters responsibility, and chal-
lenges students to achieve their potential.

Adopted by Board of Education - 6/21/01

* * *
The Southern York County School District is an 
equal opportunity educational institution and will 
not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, ancestry, sex, or disability in any of its activi-
ties, programs, employment policies or practices as 
required by Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1974, 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
or Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 
of 1973, or the American Disabilities Act of 1990.  
Employees and participants who have an inquiry or 
complaint of harassment or discrimination, or who 
need information about accommodations for per-
sons with disabilities, should contact the office of 
the Assistant Superintendent of Schools, Southern 
York County School District, P.O. Box 128, Glen 
Rock, PA 17327-0128 or call (717) 235-4811.

* * *
publication

The Southern Way is published four times a year—
October, January/February, April, and May/June 
through the Marketing and Public Information Of-
fice of the District.  

website

www.sycsd.org
© 2016; Southern York County School District. All 
rights reserved.

Graduation Date Set 
For May 26th

The Southern York County School Board 
approved Thursday, May 26, 2016 as the 
graduation date for the Class of 2016. 
Commencement ceremonies will take place at 
the Robert E. Lau Memorial Field, beginning 
at 7:00 p.m. Tickets are not required for the 
outside graduation. Should inclement weather 
arise, graduation will be held indoors at the 
Susquehannock High School gymnasium. 

Tickets are required for gymnasium admission. However, tickets are not required for 
viewing of the ceremonies via live telecast in the Dr. Richard D. Hupper Auditorium. 

In addition, May 26th is the last day of school for students. Early dismissal for May 26th 
will be as follows: secondary schools will dismiss at 11:44 a.m. and elementary schools will 
dismiss at 12:30 p.m.

Susan Green Appointed as Chief  
Financial and Operations Officer 

The Southern York County School Dis-
trict Board of Education approved Susan 
M. Green, Business Manager, as the new 
Chief Financial and Operations Officer, 
beginning July 1, 2016.

Current Chief Financial and Operations 
Officer, Dr. Wayne McCullough will retire 
at the conclusion of the current school 
year. He will continue to serve as Execu-
tive Director of the SYCSD Foundation 
and serve on the Susquehannock High 
School Alumni Association’s Steering 
Committee.

A Certified Public Accountant (CPA), 
Green brings several years of school dis-
trict business experience to her new role. 
She has served as the District’s Business 
Manager for the past nine years.

“I am honored to be trusted with this important role,” Green said. “Southern York 
County School District is a very special place and I am proud to be a part of the Dis-
trict.”

Prior to her role at SYCSD, Green served as Business Manager for the Hanover Public 
School District, and previously served as a manager for a firm in Harrisburg, where 
she specialized in governmental financial audits.

“We are thrilled to have Susan’s knowledge, passion, and dedication in this position,” 
Superintendent Dr. Sandra Lemmon said.  

Green earned a Bachelor of Science degree in Professional Accountancy from Penn-
sylvania State University and a Master’s degree in Business Administration from the 
University of Phoenix. 
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Four Susquehannock High School students excelled in the regional competition of 
the Pennsylvania High School Computer Fair with two first place and two second 
place finishes. The two top finishers will advance to the state competition in May.

The regional competition was comprised of student entries from York, Adams, and 
Franklin Counties. 

The Susquehannock students competed in two categories: Computer Fair Logo, 
where students designed the logo for next year’s competition; and Graphic Design, 
where students created a logo, brochure, and marketing materials for this year’s 
theme of a fictitious pet related business. 

“I am pleased to announce that David Gallegos, a senior, won first place and Kristi 
Langhans, also a senior, took second place in the Computer Fair Logo category,” said 
Susquehannock High School art teacher Wade Bowers.

In addition, junior Kylie Taylor, earned first place and junior Colton Mumley, fin-
ished second in the Graphic Design category. Gallegos and Taylor will participate at 
the state competition on May 24, 2016 at Dickinson College in Carlisle, Pa. 

This is the sixth year that a Susquehannock student earned a first place finish in 
Graphic Design. 

SHS Students Compete in Regional Computer Fair Competition
 For a Sixth Year, a SHS Student Placed First in the Graphic Design Category

Kristi Langhans placed second in the Com-
puter Fair Logo category. 

Students to Showcase Talents at 
Annual Arts and Technology Fair 

Students throughout the Southern York County School District will display 
their artistic creations as the District presents its 10th annual Arts and 
Technology Fair on Wednesday, April 20, 2016, from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Students in kindergarten through 12th grade will exhibit an assortment of 
their work, which will range from paintings, photos, drawings, furniture, 
clothing, and metal sculptures. Video production students will also feature 
their projects.

This free event will be held throughout Susquehannock High School’s main 
gymnasium, the surrounding guidance hallway, and inside classrooms. 
Refreshments will also be served.

A special guest for this year’s fair is Zachary Smith, a local artist and a 2014 
graduate of Susquehannock High School, who will feature some of his work. 
In addition, the Susquehannock High School Spring Orchestra Concert will 
also take place at 7:00 p.m. in the Dr. Richard D. Hupper Auditorium. 

Colton Mumley placed second in the Graphic 
Design category.

Kylie Taylor earned first place in Graphic Design and 
will also continue to the state competition.

David Gallegos finished first in Computer Fair 
Logo and advances to the state competition.

The Arts and Technology Fair features an assortment of art-
work from students throughout the District.
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Three Susquehannock High School music students participated 
in the Pennsylvania Music Educators Association (PMEA) 
Regional Orchestra Festival in February and one student quali-
fied for the All-State Festival, which was held April 1-2, 2016.

Sophomore Lucas Sherman (violin), senior Amy Whitesell (vio-
lin), and junior Julien Sherman (percussion) performed in the 
Regional Orchestra festival at Bucknell University in Lewis-
burg. 

During the regional festival, Lucas Sherman re-auditioned and 
placed first chair to qualify for the All-State Orchestra festival. 
Musicians from 94 high schools across the state participated in 
All-State Orchestra, which was held in Hershey.

In addition, Sherman also performed tenor sax in the District 
7 Jazz Band Festival, which was held April 15-16, 2016 at Her-
shey High School in Hershey. 

Students Sing in National Choir
Students from the Southern York County School District per-
formed in the 2016 Organization of American Kodály Educators 
(OAKE) National Choir in Long Beach, Calif. The students, who 
were selected by audition, rehearsed and performed in the Chil-
dren’s, Youth, or Women’s Choirs in March.

Friendship Elementary School students included fourth grader, 
Cordelia Jenkins and sixth grade students, Tyler Elliott and Juli-
ana Quintilian. The Southern Elementary School students included 
fifth grader, Elena Martin and sixth grader, Grace Hartenstein. At 
Southern Middle School, the students included eighth graders, 
Carly Farmer and Jordan Pflieger. At Susquehannock High School, 
the students included freshman Julia Kelbaugh, sohomores Julia 
Twaddle, Hannah Munch, and Michaela Bryan, along with  juniors 
Samuel Noel and Kelsey McCullough.

Students from Friendship and Southern Elementary 
Schools performed in the Pennsylvania Music Educators 
(PMEA) District 7 Elementary Song Fest at York Suburban 
Middle School School in York. They joined singers from 
more than 30 different elementary schools throughout 
York and the surrounding counties. Students were chosen 
by audition to perform in the festival. Guest conductor for 
the event was Dr. Grace Muzzo.

The following sixth grade students represented Song 
Fest from Southern Elementary School: Madeline John-
son,  Ella Kloster, Amy Collins, Afton Walters, and Ari-
anna Davis. At Friendship Elementary School, Song Fest 
included sixth grade students: Chance Ritchey, Hailee 
Young, Robert Harden, Arianna Wright, and Sam Hylton. 

Elementary Students Sing in Regional Song Fest

Julien Sherman, left, Amy Whitesell, center, and Lucas Sherman, right, 
performed at the regional orchestra festival. Lucas Sherman advanced 
to the All-State Orchestra Festival and also performed in the District 7 
Jazz Festival.

Students Perform in Music Festivals
SHS Students Play in Festivals

Left to right, back row – Elena Martin, Grace Hartenstein, Julia Twad-
dle, Hannah Munch, Samuel Noel, Kelsey McCullough, Julia Kelbaugh, 
Michaela Bryan, Tyler Elliott, Carly Farmer and Jordan Pflieger; 
Middle row – Music teachers Sally Chase and Amy Glock; Front row – 
Cordelia Jenkins and Juliana Quintilian.

Featured, from left to right – Chance Ritchey, Madeline Johnson, Ella Kloster, 
Hailee Young, Amy Collins, Robert Harden, Afton Walters, and Arianna Wright; 
Missing from photo – Arianna Davis and Samuel Hylton. 
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Students Shine in Events

SMS Students Perform in Honors Band Festival 

For the second straight year, two Susquehannock High School engineering stu-
dents finished first and second in the Pennsylvania Society for Professional 
Engineers (PSPE) Bridge Building Competition. The annual contest, sponsored 
by the Lincoln Chapter of the PSPE, was held at Penn State York. Students 
from area high schools brought their wooden bridges to compete for the stur-
diest bridge.

Senior Ryan Gloeckner and junior Ethan Daviau were awarded first and second 
place honors at the event, earning county-wide recognition, trophies, and cash 
prizes. Gloeckner’s bridge design consisted of elements of a Pennsylvania truss 
and a K-truss while Daviau’s bridge was smaller in design and lighter in weight.

All bridges in the contest were made of the same basswood material, which 
was supplied to the students. The bridges had to conform to certain criteria 
in order to qualify for testing. They could not be heavier than 30 grams (about 
1.058 ounces); were 300 millimeters in length (about 11.8 inches); and could 
hold weight for at least one second.

Prizes were awarded for the top three bridges, which showed the highest struc-
tural efficiency, based on their weight and how much weight they withstood. 
The bridges were loaded on to an apparatus and then stressed to their limits, 
many of them collapsing or breaking into pieces.

At least 30 engineering students from Susquehannock High School entered 
the contest, the students said.

Gloeckner, who plans to major in engineering at Penn State University next year, said he was happy about his improvement from 
second place in last year’s competition. “It felt great to take first place this year,” he said.

In addition, this year’s competition was a first for Daviau, who said he is pleased with the outcome and will learn from this experience 
so that he can enter another bridge next year.

Engineering Students Placed First and Second...

Susquehannock Students win Bridge Building Contest

Featured in the photo are, left to right – Brian Kaliszak, Nevaeh Nagle, 
Hayden McGarvey, Donald Rohrbaugh, Emma Burns, Colin Myers, Lillian 
Denis, Lucas Schwanke, and Cassidy Bolio.

Southern York County School District hosted this year’s York 
County Middle School Honors Band Festival. Students from 16 
York County middle schools performed at the annual concert, 
which was held at Susquehannock High School. 

The students from Southern Middle School students included 
eighth graders, Cassidy Bolio (clarinet), Emma Burns (trom-
bone), Lillian Denis (tenor saxophone), Brian Kaliszak (trum-
pet), Hayden McGarvey (percussion), Colin Myers (alto 
saxophone), Nevaeh Nagle (trumpet), Donald Rohrbaugh (per-
cussion), and Lucas Schwanke (bassoon).

Lori Schwartz Reichl, a band director from Howard County, 
Maryland, served as guest conductor for this year’s festival. A 
York County native, Reichl also performed in the Middle School 
Honors Band Festival as a student.  

Ryan Gloeckner, left, and Ethan Daviau, right, earned first 
and second in the PSPE Bridge Building contest at Penn State 
York.
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Friendship Elementary Holds Fundraisers for Student
Staff and students at Friendship Elemen-
tary School have been raising money in 
honor of third grade student, Zachery 
Myers. Myers has a rare genetic connec-
tive tissue disease called Epidermoly-
sis Bullosa (EB). EB causes his skin to 
be extremely fragile, blister, and often 
become infected. There is no cure for this 
disease.

Money raised will assist Myers and his 
family in attending a conference this 
July in Texas as well as for future medi-
cal treatment. This trip will also allow 
the Myers’ family and his nurse to learn 
about new wound care products and 
supplies. Top medical professionals will 
also be available to share EB care and 
information about EB research. In addi-
tion, the conference provides a forum 
for children, families, and caregivers of 
those with EB to meet and support one 
another.

The Friendship Elementary PTO hosted 
a winter carnival in March and a portion 
of the proceeds will benefit the Myers 
family. The school is also selling Hulk 
Strong t-shirts.

“The fundraising is amazing and a really 
big help for our family,” his mom, Chrissy 
Wingler said and added that this is the 
first time the family will be able to attend 
the conference.

In addition, there is also an online fund-
raiser through youcaring.com along with 
an upcoming spaghetti dinner on May 
21, 2016 at Immanuel Methodist Church 
in Glen Rock to benefit Myers.

 “The outreach from the Southern York 
County School District, including the 
Friendship family, staff, and students 
fills my heart with pride,” Friendship 
Elementary Principal Beth Koontz said.

WGAL reporter, Susan Shapiro interviewed 
Zachery Myers at Friendship Elementary School.

FES students, staff, and the community are rais-
ing funds to assist Zachery Myers and his family..

The Susquehannock High 
School Alumni Association 
named a memorial scholar-
ship after Sidney W. Krebs, 
SHS Class of 1969.

The Alumni Association’s 
Steering Committee chose
to name the $500 scholar-
ship after Krebs, who was 
a long time SHS volunteer 
assistant varsity baseball 
coach and served as Head 
Mechanic for the District. 
Prior to working at the 
District, Krebs worked at 
York-based, Heidlebaugh’s Appliance.

In 2006, Krebs helped lead the varsity baseball team to a PIAA 
District championship and the team advanced to the state 
tournament.  

While a student at Susquehannock, Krebs was involved in 
various activities, including the Conservation Club.

Krebs had a most charming and genial personality. He was 
generous, thoughtful, kind, and beloved by all who knew him. 
He passed away in May of 2015.

Contributions to this scholarship fund may be made to the 
Southern York County School District Foundation in Krebs’ 

name. For more information about the SYCSD Foundation, 
click here, or contact Dr. Wayne McCullough at 717-235-4811, 
ext. 7274. 

Scholarship News...       

Alumni Association Names Scholarship after Sidney Krebs ‘69

Southern York County School District students and staff 
are raising money to support a new student scholarship. 
Throughout the 2015-16 school year, staff and students 
have participated in the SYCSD Foundation’s FUN “D” 
Days, which take place in all District buildings.

The FUN “D” Days are theme-based spirit days, where staff 
and students donate $1.00 to wear clothing that match 
the day’s theme. The next Fun “D” Day is American Pride 
Day, which takes place Thursday, May 5, 2016.

At the end of the school year, two graduating seniors will 
each be recipients of a $750 scholarship. The fundraiser 
was originated by senior Matthew Barnhart, student 
representative to the SYCSD Foundation. To date, more 
than $2,100 has been raised for the scholarship. The 
remaining amount raised will be contributed to the SYCSD 
Dollars for Scholars Matching Grant.

District Raises Scholarship 
Funds through Spirit Days
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Winter Sports Accomplishments
Girls’ Basketball Program Receives Sportsmanship Award 

Susquehannock Students to Open and Operate School Store
Beginning with the 2016-17 school year, Susquehannock High 
School students will open and operate a new school store.

High school teachers Tom Laure and Kellin McCullough were 
awarded a $1,000 Innovation Grant from the York County Alli-
ance for Learning (YCAL), which will be used to help fund, plan, 
operate, and manage the Susky Station.

“We feel so privileged to have the support of YCAL and the Dis-
trict to start this new venture,” McCullough said.

Laure’s Life Skills Support students and McCullough’s Entre-
preneurship students will collaborate to run the store. The 
Susky Station will offer beverages, snacks, supplies, and ap-
parel.

Students will apply the skills acquired in the classroom to a 
real world setting. They will maintain the store throughout the 
school day and into the evening for community members.

Life Skills students will learn job related skills that may help 
prepare them for work after they graduate. They will operate 
the cash register, greet customers as they enter and exit the 

store, and maintain the store’s cleanliness. The business stu-
dents will in turn utilize their marketing, management, and 
financial analysis skills within the store.

“The grant will not only provide a learning opportunity for the 
Life Skills and Entrepreneurship students, but it will also fill a 
need in our high school for all students and staff to enjoy the 
experience of having a school store accessible,” Laure said.

Life Skills Support students will collaborate with business students to 
operate the Susky Station.

The Susquehannock High School girls’ basketball program, 
coaches, and fans have been selected for the Gretchen Wolf 
Swartz Sportsmanship Award for 2016. This is the eighth time 
that the girls’ basketball program has been chosen for this 
award.

Each year, the York Chapter of Pennsylvania Interscholastic 
Athletic Association (PIAA) Basketball Officials chooses a girls’ 
and boys’ basketball team from a YAIAA member school. The 
officials look for examples of good sportsmanship in players, 
coaches, and fans. Two traveling trophies are awarded annually 
in recognition of the schools’ good sportsmanship.

The award also qualifies four senior members from the girls’ 
basketball program to receive scholarships of $20,000, 
$15,000, $10,000, or $5,000. The scholarships will be awarded 
in May by the Gretchen Wolf Swartz Scholarship Foundation 
Board of Directors to players or student managers who apply.

“Since the beginning of this award in 2001, Susquehannock 
girls’ and boys’ basketball programs have been recognized 13 
times for their outstanding display of sportsmanship,” Athletic 

Director Chuck Abbott said. “With this year’s total, student 
athletes in both programs have received $83,000 in scholar-
ships from this award.”

Congratulations to the members of the varsity wrestling 
team, managers, and coaches for being selected as the re-
cipient of the 2016 YAIAA Division II Sportsmanship Award. 
The Sportsmanship Award is voted on by opposing coaches in 
each team’s respective division.

The girls’ basketball program earned the Gretchen Wolf Swartz 
Sportsmanship Award for 2016.

Wrestling Team Earns 
Sportsmanship Award
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Susquehannock High School

All Sports Booster Club and Alumni 
Association

Golf  Tournament

Registration begins at 7:00 a.m. 
Tee-time is 8:00 a.m

 Date ...................................................................................Friday, May 13, 2016
 Location  ........................................ Hickory Heights Golf Course, Spring Grove
 Time  .................................................................................................... 8:00 a.m.
 Format  .............................................................Four-Person Best Ball Scramble
 Entry Fee  ..................................................$90 per Golfer / $360 per Foursome

Entry Includes — Greens Fees; Cart for 18 Holes; Continental Breakfast;  
Catered Hot Lunch; Raffles

Detach here and return to:
Chuck Abbott, Athletic Director - Susquehannock High School - PO Box 128 - Glen Rock, PA 17327

Phone:  (717) 235-4811/Extension 4240; e-mail: chuck.abbott@sycsd.org

all checks are payable to sycsd foundation - golf tournament

Contact Person / Phone Number / e-mail _______________________________________________

1.  _____________________________________________________________________________

2.  _____________________________________________________________________________

3.  _____________________________________________________________________________

4.  _____________________________________________________________________________

all proceeds benefit the susquehannock high school all-sports booster club scholarship fund and
the susquehannock alumni association programs, including continued work on the susquehannock alumni 

field house
for more information, click here
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Southern York County  

School District 
 

 2016-2017 Proposed Final Budget 
 

The Southern York County School District Board of 

Education approved a proposed $53.4 million budget for 

2016-2017.  The proposed budget includes an assumption of 

no increased state funding, $1.5 million use of fund balance, 

and a 2.9% real estate tax increase.    

 

The proposed budget approved by the Board of Education on 

April 14, 2016 is based upon the priorities of maintaining 

overall teacher to student ratio, maintaining all educational 

programs, continuing to offer the award winning Advanced 

Placement Program, and emphasizing infusion of technology 

into the educational program.  To meet these priorities, the 

proposed budget includes additional funding for contracted 

special education, one additional special education teacher, 

and funds for extending the One to One Technology Program 

into Southern Middle School. 

 

Increases in expenditures include mandated special education 

costs and legislated contributions to the state retirement 

system. 

  

Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Sandra Lemmon, stated “The 

Board and administration are pleased to present a proposed 

budget that we believe will prepare our students for the ever-

changing world, while maintaining a culture of fiscal 

responsibility.” 

 

The Board of Education will vote on the 2016-2017 final 

budget at their May 19, 2016 meeting.  It should be noted that 

the tax rate will not be approved until the May 19th meeting.   

Copies of the proposed final budget are available for 

inspection at the District’s Administrative Offices, all school 

offices, the District’s website, and local libraries. 

 
Fiscal Responsibility – Return on Investment 

A primary responsibility of the School Board and 

Administration is to ensure that public funds are spent in a 

responsible and cost effective manner.  Southern York County 

School District’s cost effective operations show a high degree 

of accountability to our community, with the expectation of a 

high rate of return. We have an impressive rate of return, 

especially considering our low tax rate and high student 

achievement, in comparison to other York County school 

districts. We pay careful attention to the proper use of all 

resources and implementation of the highest accounting and 

reporting standards.    

 Southern York County School 
District is dedicated to high 

student achievement, both inside 
and outside the classroom. 

 
 PA School Performance Profile 

Compared to other York County 

schools, we are proud that we are 

ranked 2nd in Math and 3rd in 

English.  Overall, we rank 2nd in 

the county when comparing the 

overall percentage of all academic 

performance scores. 

Advanced Placement Program  

Southern York County School District 

was recognized by the College Board 

and was placed on the 6th Annual 

Advanced Placement (AP) District 

Honor Roll.  The District was one of 

only 425 school districts from across 

the United States and Canada to 

receive this honor.  

Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT)  

Susquehannock High School 

students performed well above the 

state and national averages on the 

SAT.  

Excellence Outside the Classroom 

Learning is a lifelong process that 
includes not only the intellectual but 
also the social, emotional, cultural, 
and physical development of the 

learner. For an amazing list of student 
accomplishments outside the 

classroom, please visit: 
http://www.sycsd.org/files/61851/dar

%20final%20optimized.pdf  
 
 

 “Our core mission is to provide a 
quality learning environment that 

promotes character, fosters 
responsibility, and challenges 

students to achieve their potential.” 

– Dr. Sandra Lemmon, 
Superintendent 
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SOUTHERN YORK COUNTY SCHOOL DISTRICT 

2016-2017 BUDGET AT A GLANCE 

 

Funding of education is currently the most volatile issue in Pennsylvania politics, which has had a 

significant impact on us.  Anticipated State funding at the proposed levels did not happen and a 

real estate tax rate increase for the 2016-2017 budget will be necessary.  In addition, the cost of 

State mandated retirement continues to rise, which comprises most of the expenditure increase.   

Nevertheless, compared to other York County school districts in the Lincoln Intermediate Unit, 

our real estate tax rate is the lowest.  Our “site-based” budgeting process and extensive process to 

prioritize needs continues to be an effective way to control our expenditures.  This approach 

requires us to annually review every budget expenditure, including a review of every position.  

Moody’s Investors Service, the nation’s leading agency for evaluating the credit worthiness of 

municipal bonds, reaffirmed our rating as “Aa2,” which reflects our “satisfactory financial 

position, reserve levels, and manageable debt burden.” 

As a partner with our families and community, and stewards of our citizen’s tax dollars, the Board 

of Education and the administrative team of the Southern York County School District embrace 

the importance of open, thorough, and regular communication with our citizens.  Please contact 

the School District at 717-235-4811, extension 7278 or boardsecretary@sycsd.org if you have any 

questions, concerns, or would like additional information related to the budget. 

 

York County School Districts in the LIU 

  

2015-16  

Real Estate 

Tax Mills 

2013-14 

Equalized 

Mills * 

York City 33.7361 33.1 

Northeastern 26.0900 21.5 

Red Lion 22.3888 22.3 

West York  22.2952 21.4 

Dallastown 22.2600 22.3 

South Eastern 22.2503 21.4 

Dover 21.9340 22.9 

York Suburban 21.8880 22.8 

Spring Grove 21.5428 19.2 

Eastern 21.0200 20.1 

Hanover 20.7800 20.3 

Central 18.5700 18.3 

Southern 

proposed 18.46  

South Western 18.3200 16.0 

Southern 17.9400 18.3 

* 2013-14 is the most recent equalized mill 

data. 
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Revenues 

Growth in the real estate tax duplicate – the value of real estate in our School District - is 

estimated at 0.75%.  There is also growth expected of approximately 1.75% in earned income tax 

revenue.  All other local revenue is basically unchanged for 2016-17. 

The proposed budget includes a tax increase of 2.9%, which is equal to the allowable index 

established by the PA Department of Education.  The tax rate has not been approved at this time 

and is expected to be set at the May Board meeting.  The Board passed a resolution that taxes 

cannot go above the index of 2.9%; therefore the maximum allowable increase is 2.9%.   

The state recently approved a budget for the 2015-16 fiscal year at this time and does not have a 

budget for 2016-2017.  The budgets for basic education subsidy, special education subsidy, and 

accountability grants are based upon the estimates used by the Governor to distribute money to 

schools in January 2016. A distribution methodology for these subsides has not yet been finalized 

at this time. PSERS (retirement) revenue reflects a significant increase because the state pays 50% 

of the District’s expense and this expense has increased significantly as the rate increased from 

25.84% of payroll to 30.03% of payroll.   

Federal funding is budgeted at the allocations for 2015-16, which is an increase in the budget of 

approximately $10,000.   

 
Type of Revenue 

2016-17 
Budget 

   

 
Local Revenue $34,825,839 

 
State Revenue $16,718,099 

 
Federal Revenue $388,763 

 
Other Revenue $0 

 

Total Revenue $51,932,701 

 
Use of Fund Balance  $1,500,000 

 
Total Revenue & Fund Balance Use $53,432,701 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Board and administrative team are pleased 

to present a budget that we believe will prepare 

our students for the ever-changing world, while 

maintaining a culture of fiscal responsibility.”  

- Dr. Sandra Lemmon, Superintendent of 

Schools 

11



Expenditures 

The 2016-17 expenditures are budgeted $1,153,196 or 2.2% more than 2015-16. Balancing the 

2016-17 budget was difficult mainly because of retirement costs and special education contracted 

services costs, which resulted in $1,095,199 of the budget increase. 

The budget priorities include:   

1. Continue to build outstanding educational program  

2. Maintain overall teacher to student ratio 

3. Maintain all educational programs, including co-curricular and extra-curricular activities 

4. Continue to offer Advanced Placement educational programs for secondary students 

5. Infuse technology into the educational program with an emphasis on infrastructure and 

middle school students in 2016-2017  

6. Maintain outstanding physical plant and meet new safety code requirements  

7. Use additional state revenue, if available, to hire an additional special education teacher 

and reduce fund balance use to ensure future fiscal health  

 

Total Expenditures and Other Financing Uses 
    2016-17  Budget  

 Regular Programs - Elementary / Secondary $22,424,674  

 Special Programs - Elementary / Secondary $7,409,776  

 Vocational Education $749,414  

 Other Instructional Programs $409,214  

 Support Services - Student $1,842,876  

 Support Services - Instructional Staff $1,484,746  

 Support Services - Administration $3,485,630  

 Support Services - Pupil Health $536,618  

 Support Services - Business $989,295  

 Operation and Maintenance of Plant Services $4,359,135  

 Student Transportation Services $2,084,835  

 Support Services - Central $1,325,032  

 Other Support Services $34,000  

 Student Activities $924,118  

 Community Services $3,450  

 Other Expenditures and Financing Uses $0  

 Interfund Transfers Out of the General Fund $5,069,888  

 Budgetary Reserve $300,000  

 

 

$53,432,701  
 

As a partner with our families and community, and stewards of our citizens’ tax dollars, the Board 

of Education and the Administrative Team of the Southern York County School District embrace 

the importance of open, thorough, and regular communication with our citizens. Please contact 

the School District at 717-235-4811, ext. 7278 or boardsecretary@sycsd.org if you have any 

questions, concerns or would like information related to our School District. 
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